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Preface

‘Mazandaran® and “Guilin®, the two northern provinces
aof Iran, are green territories located between the southern
coast of the Caspian Sea and the high altitudes of the
Alborz mountain range. The dreamlike landscape with
hundreds of large and small rivers flowing is incredibly in
contrast with the vast ochre, sun-scorched land of the
central plateau,

Tourists who have once visited this area have given
eontradictory accounts of the region. Some have recalled
it a marsh land inferno with a suffocating, unhealthy air,
yet athers have reported it an unforgetable paradise rich in
plants and wild life. Similarly, the inhabitants are known to
be brave people descended from the ancient warriors by
some, whereas others consider them weak and naive.

The Alborz mountain peaks, approximately 2500-3500
m. above the sea level, overlooking these two provinces
have separated the north of Iran from the rest of the
country creating two different worlds with completely
different climates, productive activities, styles of life and
even attitudes,

Guilanis exaggeratedly say: “If you stand on top of one
of aur mountains, you will feel yourself parted in two— half
of your beard directed towards us feels damp and smells
of the flowers of Guilan; the other half is as dry and dusty
as the thistles growing on the back side of our mountains,

These two provinces comprise 4.4% of the total area of
Iran, and with a population of about & million, are ranked
as the most densely populated provinces of the courtry.
From the population geagraphy point of veiw, this region
consists of three distinct environments: a) the dry
highlands of Albarz mountains where dry-farming is
practised; b} the mountanious region covered with woods
and pastures located in the altitudes where cattle-raising is
the only economic activity; and ¢) the coastal line and
Alborz foothills which gradually slope down towards the
sea where farming and related industries are consiedered
the main economic activities.

Rice Is the major crop of the region followed by tea,
cotton, tobacco, vegetable oil seeds, and citrus fruit, Other

major economic activities of the region are fishing, rearing
silk-worms, and handicraft production respectively. Hunting
and migrating in search of jobs serve as complements to
this kind of economy.

Things discovered in caves and ancient tombs date the
history of human settlement in the region back to 40000 B,
C., starting from the Paleolithic and Neolithic eras and
continuing far into Median, Achaemenian, Parthian,
Sassanid, and the Islamic periods. This region has been
the cradle fo ancient civilizations as early as 3000 B. G,
among which the 'Marlik' “Deilaman®, and *amiash*

civilizations are renowned.

Upon the arrival of the Aryans in the region, local
civilizations influenced by the civilization of mesopotamaia
resisted greatly against the new comers.

The story of these local people, who are referred to as
stubborn enemies, demaons, giants, and impious in the old
myths, is intertwined with the early creation mythology of
the Iranian culture. The foundation of many towns and
cities in this region is attributed to the mythical iranian
kings and the epical heroes,

During the course of history, these people who were
ruled by loeal descendants of the ancient dynasties
canstantly fought against each other and the central
governments. Endless wars and struggles and numerous
revolts characterize the history of this region. Alexander,
wha had conquered the entire Iranian plateau, could only
seize the eastern 'Mazandardn® with *Guilan® remaining
intact.

The region, Particulary *Guilan®, remained independent
for centuries following the Arab invasion of Iran, and
people held to their own ancient religion. This land
sheitered the opponents of the caliphs of Bagdad.
‘Al-e-Buyeh®, the first Iranian government after the Arab
Invasion, was founded by these people in the 11 cent.
A.D. In the 13t century, when the mongols invaded Iram,
these provinces were under feudal rule, Mongols could
only gain the control of *Mazandaran® and destroyed many
districts there, but they could not seize 'Guilan* due to
rarshes and the hard to cross path ways,

‘Timur', however, attacked both ‘Guilan® and
*Mazandaran® in his invasion. Under the Safavids, *Guilan’
and ‘*Mazandaran® became the focus of attention and
played a major role in relations between Iran and Europe.
The economy of “Guildn’as the producer of the Iranian silk
which was exported 1o Europe via Russia, flourished.

In the 17t century, Iran ranked among the silk
producing countries after Japan, China, Italy and Russia. It
was noted that the silk material from *Guilan*would outlast
the best manufactured ifl Lyon. The introduction of the
synthethic silk to the world markets and the economic
dependence of Iran on these markets brought the Iranian
silk production and trade to a standstill. Mulberry orchards
were gradually replaced by tea plantations as a new
product, During the *Qajar* era (19th . 20t cent. A. D)
‘Guilan*and *‘Mazandaran® were considered important by
the government because of the role they palyed in
transportation of goods, Over 80% of the country's exports
and imports would take place via 'Guilan®, ‘Mazandaran®
was deprived of the same economic prosperity at the time
because of the ‘Turkman’invasions. Presently, these two
provinces play a major role in the Iranian economy. They
are also considered a popular resort by most Iranians
because of their beautiful beaches and green landscape.

The ancient inhabitants of this land consist of the
'Kadusis' and a part of them called ‘Guils®, and the
‘Amards® “Tapours', *Hirkanis* (of Aryan descent) and



‘Deilamis*®. Today, the region is generally inhabited by four
large ethnic and linguistic groups: a) the 'Taleshes* who
are known to be the descendants of the *WKadusis', and
their language belongs to the nonth western branch of the
Iranian languages. ‘Taleshes* who live in plains used to
raise cattles and migrate seasonally. These migratory
cattie-raisers have become sedentary inthe recent years
and are absorbed in the labour force for work in the
expanding paddy fields and tea plantations and the
industrial factories; b) the 'Guilanis®, who also descended
from the 'Kadusis®, are mostly inhabitants of *Guilan®
plains and their spoken language belongs to the north
western branch of the Iranian languages. In the Past, they
ware divided into two groups; the inhabitants of the
villages and the town dwellers who chiefly planted rice and
raised silkworms, and those who lived on the mountain
slopes and foothills and in the valleys; ¢} "Mazandaranis®
descended from ‘Tapours® and ‘Amardans*® and
‘Hirkanis®. They, too, speak one of the dialects of the
Caspian region which belong to the north western branch
of the Iranian languages. d) Turkmans who have moved
here from Mid-Asia during the last centuries and speak
‘Turkamani®. In the past, they were migratory cattle-raisers,
but now they live on the farms and raise cattles.

A few other ethnic minorities such as the *Turks®,
‘Kurds®, *Sistanis’, 'Cossacks' and *Baluchis®, and some
immigrants live in this region too, giving it the air of an
ethnic museum.

WGuilan®  province was  less  accessible  than
‘Mazandarantdue to the mountainous barrier of “Alborz?,
whereas "Mazandaran® was connected to *Khorassan® and
the east by means of roads, 'Guilan®, with its several ports
by the Caspian Sea, used to serve as a highway to
Europe which was used for trade for some centuries.

Many western ideas such as madern schools, theatres,
workers organizations and political parties as well as
political awareness and rising against dictatorship
manifested themselves in this region, particulary in
1Guilan', as early as in ‘Azarbaijan’, and the capital
‘Tehran®. Guilanis played a major role in founding the
constitutional monarchy in Iran.

Faiths and beliefs prevalent among the people of this
region, like the age-old layers of its buried civilizations
embracing the remnants of plant and animal totems and
the manifests of once worshipped natural forces and the
eventual divinity, all exist along side each other.

Zoroasterkanity, the religious belief of the Aryan
immigrants, which was still practised by the pecple of this
region years after the Islamic conquest, could not by itself
uproot the ancient mythical beliefs influenced by
Mesopotamian religions which are widespread throughout
the Iranizn plateau.

Today, despite the fact that Islam is the official

religion, and most people are ‘'shites* and some
*Sunnites’ (followers of other religions are in minority in
this region}, yet their beliefs and ceremonies are traced
back to ancient religions as old as millenia B. C.

Nowadays, these ceremonies are held with an Islamic
air as in other parts of Iran. Among these ceremonies are:
worshipping old trees, springs and the magical healing
powers attributed to them, regarding the green peaks of
the mountains which are the reminders of castles and
skywards temples as sacred, respecting the white rooster,
the elk, and the ibex whose curved magical horng
decorate the trees in the places of pilgrimage and temples
attributed to the Islamic saints, worshipping the spirit of
the ancestors and the graves of the brave and the
warriors, keeping the ancient female and male circles alive
and also the reminders of the old customs related to
matriarchal societies such as the ritualistic orgy which is
now only attributed to some remote tribes and is
mentioned in the old texts and narratives and sometimes
songs, and its impact on the relation between women and
men and a greater social tolerance and freedom it has
brought for women,

Traditional ceremonies such as ‘Mo Rooz* which is one
of the ancient Iranian festivals originated in Mesopotamia,
are observed in this region accompanied with ancient
ceremonies peculiar to the area or taken from the Aryan
traditions. 'Talesh® cattle-raisers (Galeshes) and the
‘Deilamis® (the inhabitants of *Guilan* akitudes) are most
interested in these ancient traditions. One of these old
ceremonies is the ritual of dissembling the emblem which
is related to the ancient calendar in this land (according to
this calendar, the year starts with summer). The ceremony
is held following the crop harvest. These are in fact the
*Dumuzi* (Tammuz-chrispos or sacred Sumerian king
annually sacrificed) ceremonies during which the heavenly
shepherd (Saviour God) is martyred.

This type of ancient beliefs still existing in the cultural
subconscious of the people of the region apparently gives
this area a character different from the central Iranian
provinces which have always had a closer relationship with
the official,social and religious structures of the central
governments.

The truth is , however, that in all its once existing
ancient civilizations, beliefs, and traditions which have
remained intact, the original element creationg the Iranian
culture shines through.

i's quite some time,
that it roars from the quist grove.
Yeak-ki*®, sl jost,
higden like a fairy from the ayas,
impriscned in the meadow,
restiess,
with no acquaintance passing by,
ﬁ‘mugh healthy and strong,
“kak-ki* still lost,
roars a fong tima,
from the quief grove.
{Hima. Yushif
Ziba Arshi

o, thak-ki1 is the O
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