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The Exile's Dream of the Lost Homeland

Ahmad Karimi Hakkak

The Iranian writers and poets who, during the last 30 years, were thrown
into the world of exile and forced to continue their private and
professional life in new and often unfamiliar surroundings, have reacted
differently in adjusting to the imperatives of exilic life. While political and
philosophical tendencies have informed the reaction of some, the
unavoidable pressures of life in a strange land have shaped the reaction of
others. At times, the psychological strains have compelled a number of
these to abandon writing altogether. Indeed, for a number of exiled Iranian
writers and poets forced separation from their homeland has been no less
than a virtual and irreversible death sentence. One may consider
Ghalamhossein Sa'edi as a prominent representative of this group of

writers and poets.

Confronted with the strains and stresses of a life in exile, some of
these writers have begun to depict, in their works, and idyllic and
dreamlike picture of the Iran of their childhood. While such a reaction
might have soothed their inner pain, it may also have dulled their ability to
perceive and depict the objective reality. Nader Naderpour could perhaps

be placed in this category. A number of other exiled writers, however,
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have been able to adjust to their new life, and accepted the pain of
separation from their familiar and beloved homeland as the price to be
paid for a deliberate decision. In a process of mental projection, members
of this group have been able to face the pressures of their new lives and
succeeded in restarting their creative literary career. A most instructive
example of such mental projection and transference could be seen in the
works of Shahrokh Meskoob and specially in his Goftogu dar Bagh
[Dialogue in the Garden], Safar dar Khab [Travelling in a Dream] and
Mosafernameh [The Travelogue].
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horizon, towards the top of the canvas, The suggestion of a garden, the long line of the
plain in the foreground. I looked at the paintings one next to the stripe of sky, the open
pretty much the same and each one a different garden. (p. 53) by one. All of them were
fantasized garden with the horizon pushed up all the way to the top of the It was a
foreground. I canvas, the sky reduced to a narrow strip, a wide open field of view in the
and yet each one ,checked the other canvases one by one. They all looked the same
the high line of the horizon was a different garden. (p. 63) A garden in imagination with
narrow sky, and the open field in the ,at the top of the painting near the sky, and low
They were all alike, and yet, each was a .foreground.I saw the paintings one by one
the mind with high horizon line at the top of the different garden. (p. 73) A garden in
an open plain in front. I saw the pictures one at a time. All picture close to the sky, and
(with all of this, each was a different garden. (p. 83 of them were, but
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of the soul, in my "Shams" and my "And in the "Simorgh" of Mount Qaf and the "Homa
breath my companion and your breathing God, oh my yearning for you my cure, your
oh you my lineage, Your love has once ,the companion of my morning and evening
intoxicated for you, another breath yearning again given flight to the soul, one breath
soul, these two or three days sacrificed for you, every for you, dead life, despondent
offering to you, on earth and in the sky all restless for you. moment blossoms bloom in
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Art of Literary Translation, New Robert Wechsler, Performing without a Stage: The
Haven, Connecticut 1998

Translating the Garden, p. 118 i@, .S .U .2.

PL:> wliel, @i 5> aS cowl (siloxsio 39320 51 50 Wb 558 ey IS0 aS puuges Sus 5l .3
ouS,HU olsS azS ails sl ab>Mo Jl (siblss (el 0l 9 B (i g auiwl Jawl
55 bVgo atinsl g csinwgo oz 5l Lol ccawl aidl bVgo Hlesil 015,850 55 030w (s rpais 5w
0205l LS 53 1 b oSl @y (Sedgo HUT Aoz Guri (8990 s sl vl of 1S
towl 00515,8 5 od o, @ | Ul (sgdY o> aS Cowsly Luusg) SGlL8

.and West, Oxford, One World, 2000 Franklin D. Lewis, Rumi, Past and Present, East
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