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POETIC JUSTIGE

Whether poetry or pharmaceuticals has
done more to benefit the human
condition is a debate best left to
philosophers. But it's clear that as of
last week, pharmaceuticals has
contributed more to poetry than the
other way around. Ruth Lilly, 87,
heiress to the Eli Lilly drug fortune,
donated $100 million to the 90-year-old
journal Poetry. The esteemed Chicago-
based publication has a staff of four,
and editor Joe Parisi said it has been in
danger of folding at least eight times
owing to a lack of funds. Lilly's
generosity is all the more impressive
considering that, in the past, she
submitted several of her own poems for
publication; all were rejected.
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